
EN 206 Unit 3: Modernist Fiction Week 11 (F10/23—F10/30) 
Introduction and Assignments 

Week 10: Modernist Poetry—James Joyce

What to Do This Week:

1) Read through my initial preliminary framing ideas for modernist fiction just below here in this document. 
2) View the first of the two videos then listed next in this document, an introduction to Joyce.  
3) Read the two Joyce stories poems listed below in this document and then view the 2nd video from item 2 above.
4) Compose a ‘journal entry’ in response to the journal prompt found in at the end of this document and submit it as an original post to the Blackboard Discussion Board Thread for this upcoming week by 11:59 on Thursday 10/29.  Then compose and submit two ‘reply’ posts to this Discussion Board Thread on Blackboard by the end (11: 59 pm) of Friday Oct 30th  .
_____________________________________________________________________________


1) Introduction: James Joyce and Modern Fiction

	a) Stream of Consciousness: Modernist fiction, like modernist poetry, turns against the 19th century view that the application of reason to society would necessarily lead to linear progress and improvement.  Among other things, modernist fiction writers, unlike their 19th century predecessors, were interested in exploring with psychological depth the rich inner lives and consciousness of their characters, characters who were ordinary folk within the ranks of society, not high-flown heroes and powerful royal figures.  As such, these writers often employed a technique known as stream of consciousness: “a narrative technique in nondramatic fiction intended to render the flow of myriad impressions—visual, auditory, physical, associative, and subliminal—that impinge on the consciousness of an individual and form . . . his awareness”(Britannia).  

	b) Dubliners: Joyce is considered one of the finest practitioners of stream of consciousness fiction, and while two great later novels—Ulysses and Finnegan’s Wake—best represent this technique taken to its highest form and expression, the two stories we will look at this week—“Araby” and “The Dead”--foreshadow this type of fiction by focusing on the shifting, subjective viewpoints of their characters.   As a modernist Joyce wishes to give us a realistic sense of how ordinary folks not only acted, but in particular, how they thought about life as it was occurring.  The early short story collection where these two stories were published, Dubliners, gives us numerous slices of psychological life from the viewpoint of ordinary citizens of Dublin as they make their way through their domestic lives in city.  

	c) Epiphany: one other hallmark of Joyce’s fiction is his interest in the notion of an epiphany, a sudden and unexpected moment of illumination that a character may achieve about some aspect of life, including a relationship.  In some cases, such moments of illumination may prove to be ironic, revealing to the character a reality that had not been anticipated and which may be an insight that in part humbles him and his own sense of pride.

	
2) ---Watch:

		a) this introduction to Joyce does focus on his overall career, especially his later novels, but it gives a very good overview of how Joyce’s vision as an artist represents the aims and concerns of modernist writing:

		http://www.openculture.com/2016/08/james-joyce-an-animated-introduction-to-his-life-and-literary-works.html

		b) after reading the two stories below, loop back to this link to view the final scene of “The Dead” from a fine 1980s film adaption of it:

		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6FGIaWaQxA



3) Read the following two stories from Joyce’s collection Dubliners  (from our anthology or found online):

	--“Araby”  [Note: The term Araby refers to a bazaar or fair that came to town; it was based on the interest and curiosity that locals may have had for the exotica for Arabia, the Far East, the Orient]
	--“The Dead” [Note: this story centers on a holiday feast, a gathering of friends and family to celebrate the upcoming New Year]


4) Write a Journal Entry: for your journal post (note that I have pushed it back to Thursday), respond to the follow prompts:

	--Both “Araby” and “The Dead” end with an epiphany for the protagonist, an illuminating insight about the object of their affection.  In “Araby” the speaker finally makes it to the traveling bazaar, only to realize that the girl working one of the counters is much like Mangan’s sister: someone who is twirling a bracelet out of boredom, not out of interest in who she is speaking with.  As such, the speaker realizes his own vanity in believing Mangan’s sister (from early in the story) really was interested in him going to the bazaar to get her anything.  For this journal entry, the central figure and toastmaster of the holiday feast in “The Dead,” the local success Gabriel Conroy, likewise has a humbling but revealing epiphany at the end of his story related to the object of his affection, his wife.  Compose a journal entry in which you explain: a)  what his illuminating epiphany is, b) why it humbles him, and c) why it gives him an opportunity to grow as a person.  Use 2-3 short quotes in developing your response.
		
Submit it as an original post to the Blackboard Discussion Board Thread for this upcoming week by 11:59 on Thursday 10/29.  Then compose and submit two ‘reply’ posts to this Discussion Board Thread on Blackboard by the end (11: 59 pm) of Friday Oct 30th  .

